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Underprivileged “Landscape”:
Examining Cross-Ethnicity Interaction
and Promoting Cultural Heritage
Preservation in Foothill Landscapes
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Over the past 4 years, Taiwan has witnessed substantial strides in the es-
tablishment and progression of cultural heritage preservation. This preserva-
tion grows more influential in shaping ethnic identities. Both Indigenous and
Hakka communities highlight the benefits of heritage preservation for cultural
rejuvenation and identity affirmation. Despite these developments, research
on this subject remains limited, with only a few case studies and a lack of
comprehensive theoretical examination. This paper addresses the dynamics of
identity and boundary formation in the unsettled and potentially marginalized
landscapes at the foothills of Taiwan. On the basis of two research projects
led by the author in the previous year, this paper proposes that landscape re-
search in human geography, combined with historical forestry research in Tai-
wan, can enrich the understanding and practice of cultural heritage—a field
that has largely focused on tangible artifacts and relics. It posits that cultural
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heritage studies and implementation should expand their scope to include the

histories and complexities inherent in landscapes.

Keywords: Ethnicity, Cultural Heritage, Indigenous Communities, Hakka

Communities, Foothills Landscape



